Cold War UFO Coyerup Shielded Spy Planes 
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For decades, a cottage industry of UFO buffs 
has thrived on the belief that the U.S. government 
covered up crucial information about mysterious 
flying objects. 

Turns out that in thousands of cases the 
suspicions were right, a CIA historian has docu- 
mented for the first time. 

At the height of the Cold War, the Air Force and 
CIA willfully misled the public by claiming that 
thousands of sightings of unidentified flying ob- 
jects were caused by ice crystals, temperature 
inversions and other tricks of nature, when in feet 
they were produced by the flight of high-flying, 
super-secret spy planes, according to historian 
Gerald K Haines. 

A study by Haines published this spring in the 
declassified version of Studies on Intelligence, a 
secret CIA journal, found that the government 
concocted the explanations both to calm fears 
about UFOs and to maintain secrecy about its most 
advanced espionage aircraft at the time, the U-2 
and the SR-71 Blackbird. 

The article concludes that “over half of all 
U.EO.” sightings in the United States during the 
1950s and 1960s “were accounted for by manned 
reconnaissance flights.” 

National security officials justified their decep- 
tion “to allay public fears and protect an extraordi- 
nary sensitive national security project,” writes 
Haines. “While perhaps justified this deception 
added fuel to the later conspiracy theories and the 
cover up controversy” of later years. 

Air Force Brig. Gen. Ronald Sconyers said 
yesterday, “I cannot confirm or deny that we lied. 


The Air Force is committed to providing accurate 
and timely information within the confines of 
national security.” 

“Corporately and institutionally, there is no Air 
Force or Defense Department game plan” current- 
ly to intentionally mislead the public in order to 
conceal secrets, the spokesman said. In feet, it is 
against the public affairs principles of the depart- 
ment But he pointed out “obviously there are 
certain groups in the Air Force that know things 
that other people don't know.” 

UFO experts and government secrecy watch- 
dogs said the CIA study is a refreshingly revealing 
document but unlikely to repair the government's 
credibility problem among those who believe that 
the government has tried to conceal evidence of 
extraterrestrial visitors to Earth. 

“It’s a vicious cycle,” said Kal Korf£ author of a 
book on the Roswell UFO mystery in New Mexico. 
“They lie to the people about UFOs with impunity. 
They use UFOs as a cover. Then they wonder why 
people don’t trust them.” Korff says he is fighting 
with the Air Force over hundreds of UFO-related 
documents that the Air Force says do not exist 

John E. Pike, who heads the space project for 
the American Federation of Scientists, pointed out 
that the existence of the U-2 and SR-71 have been 
discussed publicly for about 33 years. “They are 
compulsive about secrecy,” he said of the military 
and CIA “It's a nicely done study. It’s just three 
decades late.” 

According to Haines's study, the CIA realized 
the inflammatory nature of the UFO debate as fer 
back as 1953. It believed foreign enemies could 
engage in psychological warfare using UFO ru- 
mors and might even disrupt U.S. air defenses with 
false reports. 


A government intelligence panel in the mid- 
1950s recommended that the National Security 
Council debunk UFO reports using mass media, 
advertising, civic groups and even the Disney 
corporation, Haines found. It also recommended 
that private UFO groups be monitored for subver- 
sive activities. 

The study does not say whether these recom- 
mendations were pursued. But the CIA prohibited 
disclosure of its involvement with the UFO issue, 
which consisted largely of analyzing sightings. It 
refused to declassify reports, issued a sanitized 
version of documents that deleted references to 
itself and used the Air Force as a cover for its 
agents’ work. 

UFO sightings increased during the Cold War, 
especially among commercial pilots and air traffic 
controllers. This was due in part to the fact that by 
1955 the CIA, working with Lockheed’s secret 
Skunk Works division, had begun test-flying the 
U-2. Although it flew at altitudes that made it hard 
to see with the naked eye, the aircraft was initially 
silver-colored and reflected sunlight 

The U-2 later was painted black, as was the 
SF-71 Blackbird, which began flying in the early 
1960s. 

The Air Force says that between 1947 and 1969 
there were 12,618 reported sightings of UFOs over 
the United States. 

By the mid-1970s, when UFO followers were 
successfully suing the military and CIA to obtain 
more classified documents, the UFO debate had 
become “much like the John F. Kennedy assassina- 
tion issue,” writes Haines. “No matter how much 
material the Agency released and no matter how 
dull and prosaic the information, people continued 
to believe in an Agency coverup and conspiracy.” 


